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INTRODUCTION

In this second sheet we will look into articles 8-9-10 that refer to the lifestyle and mission of the Lay
Canossian. In addition, the reading of some passages from the Memoirs that recount Magdalene's
passion for the Glory of God will provoke us to renew our missionary spirit.

MISSION OF THE LAY CANOSSIAN

It was not you who chose me, but | who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will
remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you. (Jn 15:16)

"The Church by her nature is missionary” ( AG 2) The baptized who constitute it, because they are
chosen and favored by God, are also missionaries. The Lay Canossian finds in the Charism a

precious instrument to make the seed that is already planted in the heart flourish and then bear
fruit.

From the STATUTES

ART. 8 — LIFESTYLE

Called to be, like Magdalene of Canossa, “an expert in humanity”, the Lay Canossian cultivates a simple,
humble and joyous lifestyle, “willing to dedicate time, energy and resources to the service of others,
especially those who are most in need.”

He commits himself each day to realize this lifestyle within a personal project, cultivating in a special
way all his relationships, modelling them on respecful and serene welcoming of everyone, allowing the
“most amiable, most generous and most patient” spirit of Jesus to transpire.

ART.9 — THE CHARISM OF CHARITY

The desire of the Lay Canossian is that of living charity, “a fire which spreads and seeks to embrace
everything.” The charism of charity makes the Lay Canossian courageous and creative in living and
witnessing the Gospel in every field: the family, the world of work, of culture, of politics and economics,
and in the social and educational fields.

He is particularly attentive to the theme of justice, peace and the integrity of creation. The Lay
Canossian is co-responsible with the whole people of God, for the mission of the Church. He
participates actively in the life of his local Church and collaborates, according to his possibility, in the
ministries of charity where they are present in the two Religious Institutes .

It is, in particular, in the family tha the Lay Canossian expresses his most important commitment,
making himself the instrument of union and communion, taking care of life in all its seasons, nurturing
family relationships and, in particular, becoming a model of prayer and witness of virtues in the
education of his children. Besides his own family he helps other families being availabe when they are
in difficulty.



ART. 10 - THE MISSION

The mission of the Lay Canossian is that of living the Canossian spirituality, which he has received as a
gift, in the reality in which he lives. It is also directed in a specific way to those who are more in need
and is characterized by:

v aspecial attitude to see and to serve the Crucified One in the “the crucfied brothers and sisters”,
the least of society, those far away from God, and those whose dignity as children of God is
disfigured

v" the community dimension of service, in collaboration with everyone, in a welcoming openness
to the diversity of culture, mentality, and religion

v the universality and missionarity with the desire to promote and evangelize everyone, even
through a commitment “ad gentes”.

A specific accompaniment, sustained by solid Spiritual Direction, is offered to and required of the
members of the Association, who are called to serve “Ad Gentes”.

FROM THE WRITINGS OF ST. MAGDALENE - From the Memoirs

The Glory of God is realized in communion and in the prevention of sins. The first makes
permanent the presence of Christ the Crucified lover, through the flesh of the one who is the
"son" or "daughter" of that same charity. The second concrete fruit of the mission is to prevent
and treat the presence of evil in human history.

"The old desires to work for the glory of God and not to want anyone but Him alone were
renewed in me: | had to continue to do violence in order not to desire paradise and, as | seemed
to understand that it would still take a long time to get there."

"Since by the strength of affection it seemed to be sincere, | offered myself to the Lord to suffer
anything for as long as He wished and also to suffer alone all the pains of hell, provided that He
would free me from falling into any small sin and provided He was served. ( Chap. IX, 25-26 )

"In the same way, | sometimes feel such an interest in everything that concerns God and His
Glory, that | consider and feel Him more important than anything of my own, including my life.
(Chap. XI, 41)

e a witness, who lives in Christ and who speaks of Christ as a person encountered, known and
loved, the source of radical love for all and the support of one's own mandate;

e he/she is a person of prayer and contemplation, who teaches us to read the presence and
closeness of God in events

e aperson animated by ardent apostolic zeal, who sets no limits to his/her generosity, totally
willing to leave everything to follow the Lord, knowing that he/she is called for an
evangelization without limits and to risk everything for Christ

e a person who lives fraternal charity without limits, "indistinct delight, universal, common",
open to all, lived with the same charity of Christ, with a style of gratuitousness and
disinterestedness, sobriety and simplicity.



e The spirituality of the missionary is expressed, above all, in living in full docility to the Spirit,
allowing oneself to be inwardly shaped by Him in order to become ever more conformed to
Christ.

TESTIMONY OF A LAY CANOSSIAN

When we hear about mission we think of distant places, places where not only the strength of prayer
but also physical strength is needed... | remember years ago a message placed on the bulletin board in
the oratory said this: what can | do to be a missionary? | will begin to go far away in lands tormented
by wars and hunger, or perhaps | will start from the streets of the suburbs of the cities going to meet
those who extend their hand, or perhaps | will start from my neighborhood meeting those who live in
daily hardships, or | will start from my apartment building by visiting those who are alone, or perhaps |
will start from myself by listening to the voice of the Lord.

I always return to this message, even if it is no longer displayed on the bulletin board it comes in handy
in moments of uncertainty, it still tells me to listen to the voice of the Lord before taking every step and
taking action.

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION PERSONAL AND GROUP.

1. The statutes reminds us of a simple, humble and joyful lifestyle: on which aspect do you feel
you still need to have your heart shaped?

2. How do you live the missionary spirit in your reality: in the family, in the parish, in the world
of work, in politics? What difficulties do you encounter in expressing the Canossian charism?

3. In your opinion, what characterizes the Lay Canossian and distinguishes him/her from other

lay people in the Church and in society?

4. How can the many lay people who collaborate in the ministries with the sisters and fathers
be involved in the Lay Canossian Association?

PRAYER

Take a smile, give it to those who never had it.
Take a sunbeam, let it fly where the night reigns,

Discover a source, wet those who live in mud.

Take a tear, lay it on the face of those who never cry.
Take courage, put it in the soul of those who don’t know how to fight.
Discover life, tell it to those who don’t understand it.
Take hope, and live in its light,
Take goodness, and give it to those who don’t know how to give.
Discover love, and convey it to the world.
Mahatma Gandhi




